
LODGE HILL, DITCHLING, EAST SUSSEX

PAULA COHEN
1.
Introduction

In June and July 2008, an excavation at Lodge Hill, Ditchling, East Sussex was undertaken by Paula Cohen as part of an MA study to try and establish whether a mound on the summit of the Hill was a Bronze Age, Roman or Saxon barrow, a windmill mound, a Second World War defence or observation point, or something else, or indeed, a combination of such uses.  
The mound has been a source of local curiosity.  This was reflected in the museum in Ditchling assistance in locating relevant historical materials, the owner of the land providing permission for the excavation and the number of villagers visiting the excavation and asking questions.  An article will be written for publication in either the Ditchling Dialogue or the Parish Beacon. A paper, photographic and electronic archive will be created and deposited in due course, along with the finds, at Ditchling Museum. 

References in this paper to LHD is to Lodge Hill, Ditchling. 

2.
Location, Geology and Background

2.1 Location

The grid reference for Lodge Hill is TQ324156.  It is situated west of Ditchling village and lies between Ditchling and Keymer. (Appendix 1 is the OS Map for Ditchling (scale 1:25000) with Lodge Hill highlighted in yellow).  

2.2 Geology

The British Geological Survey map places Lodge Hill in an area of Lower Greensand.  However, the trench that was excavated was not consistent with this.  Rather, it was more consistent with the trench being part of a head deposit.  The Brighton and Worthing Geological Sheet (1:50000) places the head deposit a few hundreds metres to the east of Lodge Hill.  The “natural” for the trench that was excavated was an orange thick clay impacted with large flints.  It required a mattock to dig to this depth and even then this was extremely difficult.    (Appendix 2 the British Geological Survey map covering Lodge Hill).
2.3 Background

As part of the MA in Field Archaeology course in the autumn of 2007, Sarah Newsome of English Heritage and the class undertook a ground survey of Lodge Hill. Subsequently, Luke Barber, Research Officer of the Sussex Archaeological Society and class members carried out soil resistivity survey and magnetometer geophysical surveys of the site.   The magnetometer survey revealed a concentration of metallic material in the depression of the mound. (The magnetometer survey is attached as Appendix 3). 
A desk top survey was undertaken by the writer in November 2007 to discover what paper information existed about Lodge Hill.  This included a search of the Sites and Monuments Records, consideration of various articles and a visit to Ditchling Museum. 

The SMR included the following records -

(1) a mound at Lodge Hill – stated to be a “doubtful barrow, possibly windmill mound” (MES 1303);
(2) a long strip lynchet approximately 220 yards by 22 yards (MES 1304);  

(3) a bowl or ring barrow on Lodge Hill (MES 1305); and 
(4) a Mesolithic lithic working site at the foot of Lodge Hill (MES 1312).

Appendix 4 includes copies of the SMR and the map.  

A walk over survey was also undertaken in December 2007. This revealed no additional information.  
A number of sources therefore record the existence of a barrow.   Hall (1987)  puts the speculation in the following terms “It is said by learned men to be the site of an ancient burial ground of the people of Dicel from whom the village is said to get its name.”
  It is thought that the mound might be the burial place for the Saxon chief, Dicul.  

Just prior to the excavation, a local historian from Ditchling Museum provided a copy of  Hilary Bourne’s notes.  Those notes refer to the surrender of a windmill on “Lodg Hill” and six acres of land.  There is noted that the windmill “fell down” (dated comments 25 October 1681 and 28 October 1684).   Finally, in relation to the comment dated 9 October 1732 there is noted that there was a croft of land on which a former dwelling called Lodg Hill Cottage stood.  (Appendix 5 is a copy of Hilary Bourne’s notes). 

Since 1951 the base of Lodge Hill has been used for the Ditchling Pageant which takes place every ten years.  

3.
The Excavation - logistics 

3.1
Excavation permissions

The landowner, the Turner-Dumbrell Foundation, gave permission for the excavation to take place.  
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Photo LHD 1: Ivor Blomfield who gave permission on behalf of the Turner Dumbrell Foundation.

3.2
Excavation participants 

The excavation took place between Monday 23rd June and 7th July 2008.  The excavation was carried out by the author with the assistance of a number of volunteers. Particular mention should be made to Ann Bacon and Richard Stanyer.

3.3
Excavation process - overview

The excavation was carried out by hand.  The top soil was removed with mattock and shovels.   The final cleaning and all underlying deposits was excavated carefully by trowel and mattock.  The spoil heap was monitored with a metal detector for metallic items missed during the excavation.   

3.4
Location of the trench

A single trench 1m by 15m was excavated.   The placing of the trench was determined by David Rudling (Senior Lecturer in Archaeology at the University of Sussex) with the advice of Gregory Chuter (Assistant County Archaeologist at East Sussex County Council). 

The trench was placed south/north across the centre of the ditch on the summit of Lodge Hill.  It was decided to have a long narrow trench rather than a wider but shorter trench in order to excavate from the centre of the ditch over the top of it and down the other side and the start of a further ditch. 
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Photo LHD 2: The placing of the trench.  View looking north.
Sarah Newsome of English Heritage plotted the trench on the attached plan. INSERT PLAN   (Appendix 6).
4.
The Excavation 

Having determined the position of the trench, the top soil was removed.  This revealed five different contexts.  At the centre of the ditch (context 1) (the southern end of the trench), the soil was burnt black and was stony.  From 1.30m to 3.80m north of the southern end of the trench, the soil was dark grey and stony (context 2).  From 3.80m to 6.10m north of the southern end of the trench the soil was a light yellowish brown (context 3).  From 6.10m to 9.40m north of the southern end of the trench the soil was darker brown stony soil (context 4) and from 9.40m to 15m north of the southern end of the trench the soil was a light yellowish brown with no stones (context 5).   

As stated above the trench runs from the centre of the ditch on the mound on top of Lodge Hill.  The top of the mound was measured at 4.80m along the length of the trench.  The ground as level until 5m until it then sloped downwards to 11.30 where it began to slope up again. This is also shown on the plan of the trench.  
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Photo LHD 3:  View of trench after top soil removed; taken from southern end of the trench looking north (so from context 1)
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Photo LHD 4: View of trench after top soil removed; taken from the northern end of the trench looking south (so from context 5)
Having removed the top soil and having uncovered the five different contexts, it was decided to start by excavating contexts 1 and 5 - the two ends of the trench.

4.1 Excavation of context 1 and contexts below

Using a trowel the soil was removed from context 1.  As mentioned above, the soil below the top soil was burnt black.  
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Photo LHD 5:  Context 1 (soil beneath top soil)
At the depth of 3cm a layer of black solid and hard tar like material was reached, indicating that a large fire must have burnt, here.   Subsequent research found record of a large bonfire on Lodge Hill on V.E. Day (see further section 6.3 below).  
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Photo LHD 6:  Context 6 – layer of black solid hard tar like material

Over the subsequent days, the ground beneath context 1 was excavated with a trowel and mattock to a depth of 43cm where three pieces of corrugated iron were exposed.   As can be seen from the drawing and photo below, the three pieces of corrugated iron were lying at various angles to one another.  Appendix 8 is a drawing by Ann Bacon of the corrugated iron. 
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Photo LHD 7: The sheets of corrugated iron  

The corrugated iron was corroded.  It had holes where nails appear to have been hammered through suggesting therefore that some sort of building or roof was constructed using the sheets. A number of nails were found in the contexts above the corrugated iron sheets. 
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Photo LHD 8:   Nail holes in the corrugated iron.
There also appears to be an imprint of cloth on one sample taken.  

Samples of the corrugated iron were taken for analysis. The sheets have been retained in the archive in case future analysis of the samples is wanted.     

The ground beneath the corrugated iron was excavated down to a layer of compacted large flints in thick orange clay (which was to be found at a depth of 60cm).  The use of a mattock was necessary in order to do this.  Nothing further was found beneath the corrugated iron.  In the photo below, it is possible to see the thin layer of corrugated iron embedded in the black soil just above the orange clay compacted with flints. 
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Photo LHD 9: Context 15 and the natural soil 

As the ground between the top soil and the corrugated iron had been disturbed in the past as evidenced by the presence of corrugated iron, this report does not record by context the excavation of contexts 7, 8, 9 and 10.   

4.2 Excavation of context 5 and contexts below  

Context 5 was located at the far end of the trench from 9.40m to 15m north of the southern end of the trench.  Once the top soil was removed it revealed a light yellowish brown soil which by contrast to the other contexts beneath the top soil was not stony.
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Photo LHD 10:  Context 5 (soil beneath top soil)
In view of the fact that there were only three people carrying out the excavation, it was decided to dig sample slots within each context.  In relation to context 5, this meant that the 1 m square area from 12.50 to 13.50m was excavated first.   This cut across the middle of the slope going up. 
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Photo LHD 11:   25th June 2008 - excavation of context 5 from 12.50m to 13.50m 

The trench was excavated first to the depth of 18cm where flints began to be found along with some pottery shards.   From a depth of 25cm to a depth of 50cm a large amount of pottery was found - (some 99 pieces of red pottery and three shards of glazed pottery) and 40 nails were dug up.   

This part of the trench was then excavated to the natural (the orange thick clay impacted with large flints) with a mattock.  In order, to do this it was necessary to extend the size of the area by 1m (so from 11.50m to 12.50m).  The trench was excavated to a depth of 65cm.   
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Photo LHD 12: 26th June 2008 - excavation of context 5 from 11.50m to 13.50m
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Photo LHD 13:  28th June 2008 

As further volunteers arrived, it was possible to excavate more of the ground beneath context 5.   The area chosen was from 9.70m to 11.50m thereby joining up with the other excavated part of context 5.  The new area was excavated as three contexts.  Context 153, which was light brown crumbly soil, was dug from a depth of 14cm to 25cm.  In this context were found pottery shards, flints and nails. The context beneath this (context 154) consisted of light orange sandy soil with flint components.  The final part of this area was excavated only at half the width of the trench (from 58cm to 1m).  It was excavated to a depth of 56cm where the natural was reached.  
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Photo LHD14: 30th June 2008 - excavation of context 5.

A local from Ditchling village who had been watching progress with interest excavated, using a trowel, the remaining part of context 5 down to the natural (to a depth of 33cm).  He dug up a large amount of pottery shards, a few nails and some worked flint.  
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Photo LHD15:  2nd July 2008 - excavation context 5 between 11m and 15m approximately.  Photo taken from south to north.
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Photo LHD 16:  2nd July 2008 - excavation of context 5.

4.3 Excavation of context 2 and contexts below
Context 2 was located at the near end of the ditch from 1.30m to 3.80m.  Once the top soil was removed it revealed a dark grey soil.  
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Photo LHD 17:  Context 2 (soil beneath top soil)
The excavation of context 2 began on the second day. A mattock was used to remove a layer of flints which were too difficult to remove with a trowel.   Context 2 was excavated to a depth of 25cm before new contexts were reached (contexts 50, 51 and 56).  The excavation of context 2 produced worked flints, nails, shards of glass and some very small fragments of red pottery.   

Context 50 consisted of brown clay soil with flints, including a large piece of “Sussex marble”. 

On Saturday (day 6), the soil beneath context 2 was excavated from 1.90 to 2.65 along the trench to a depth of 69cm where orange brown clay with flints were reached. This was further excavated to a depth of 81cm where the natural was reached (sticky orange clay impacted with flints).  Even at the bottom of the trench worked flint was found.  Also found however was a nail.  It seems likely that context 2 was disturbed at the time that the corrugated iron construction was built and the nail relates to that construction. 
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Photo LHD18: 26th June context 2

4.4  Excavation of context 3 and contexts below
Context 3 was located in the middle of the trench from to 3.80m to 6.10m.   Once the top soil was removed it revealed a light yellowish brown stony soil.  It included an area the top of the mound (at 4.80m) and a level area from 4.80m to 6m. 
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Photo LHD 19: Context 3 (soil beneath top soil)
Context 3 and the contexts below were excavated in sections as there were a number of volunteers that needed to be given space to dig.   One volunteer excavated a one metre area from 4.20m to 5.20m (digging from a depth of 14cm to a depth of 39cm) (context 100) whilst two other volunteers excavated the area from 5.20m to 6.2m (digging from a depth of 14cm to a depth of 26cm) (context 101).    In these two contexts, worked flints were found and in the area between 5.20m and 6.20 the greatest density of worked flints was excavated (approximately 80 in total) – more than in any other context.  In the area from 4.20 to 5.20, two pieces of pottery were found along with two small shards of glass.     
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Photo LHD 20: 28th June Context 3
The following day, the area from 5.20 to 6.20 was then excavated to a depth of 38cm.    The area from 3.80 to 4.20 was then excavated to a depth of 36cm. By contrast to the contexts above, only a small number of worked flints were found.  No other finds were excavated in these contexts or the contexts below.   So, with the exception of two pieces of pottery, two shards of glass, one nail, the significant finds for context 3 and the contexts below were worked flints.   This might suggest that this area was not subject to more recent human activity.  
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Photo LHD 21:  30th June 2008
The area from 4.50m to 5.50m was then excavated from a depth of 39cm to the natural at a depth of 52cm being orange/brown clay and sandy soil with flints.  The area from 5.50 to 6.20m was excavated from a depth of 39cm to the natural at a depth of 50cm.    
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Photo LHD 22: 2nd July contexts 3 and 4

4.5  Excavation of context 4 and contexts below
Context 4 was located in the middle of the trench between 6.10m and 9.40m.  It was on a slope downwards towards context 5.  Once the top soil was removed it revealed a brown stony soil.
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Photo LHD 23: Context 4 (soil beneath top soil)
Context 4 and the contexts below were excavated in sections with a number of different people digging (so, from 5.20m to 6.20m (excavated to a depth of 46cm); 6.20m to 6.80m (excavated to a depth of 36cm); 6.80 to 7.50m (excavated to a depth of 57cm); 7.50m to 8.50m (excavated to a depth of 57cm); and 8.50m to 9.70m (excavated to a depth of 38cm).  Most of the excavation was by trowel, but a mattock was also used.  The soil beneath context 4 was light yellowish brown in colour with a sandy texture and flint components (until the natural was reached).  

In the contexts beneath context 4 were found a small number of nails, a relatively significant number of worked flints and a relatively significant amount of pottery.  The most dense area of pottery was found beneath context 5.
4.6  Excavating the length of the trench 
At the very end, a 20cm strip was mattocked out where the natural had not been reached so that it was possible to follow the natural along the whole length of the trench. 
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Photo LHD 24: View from southern end of the trench looking north.
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Photo LHD 25: View from north end of the trench looking south.

Appendix 9 is a drawing by Ann Bacon along the length of the trench after excavation.  

5.   Artefacts

All the artefacts were collected, bagged and recorded by context.  They will be given in due course to Ditchling Museum (as agreed with the Turner Dumbrell Trust). 

The artefacts consisted of worked flint, pottery, glass, metal and bone.  At Appendix 10  are drawings that show by type of artefact the context in which they were found.  This enables an overview to be gained of the concentration of each type of find. A consistent colour scheme has been used so that the areas where the smallest amount of a type of artefact was located are coloured blue; a middling amount is coloured green and the largest amount is coloured red.   

Luke Barber (research officer, Sussex Archaeological Society) gave advice in relation to the ceramics, glass and metal that were excavated. 

5.1  Worked flint

A significant amount of worked flint was found suggesting activity from the Mesolithic period – a total of 348 pieces. The flint was found in most contexts with the greatest concentration being excavated under contexts 3 to 5.  
The flint had been manufactured from a variety of types of flint from dark-blue, dark-grey, dark-brown, light-grey, light-brown, blue-white and even yellow. 
The flint consisted in the main of debitage (290 pieces) including 16 cores.      
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Photo LHD 26: Debitage.
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Photo LHD 27: Cores and tranchet adze.
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Photo LHD 28: Fire-cracked flint.

A number of implements were also found, including a tranchet adze, microliths, scrapers and knives. 
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Photo LHD 29: Implements.

Table:  Summary of the flintwork recovered 

Debitage

Shattered pieces


274

Cores



  
  16

Fire-cracked flint

  
  23
Blade/bladelets

    
    4

Segments


    
    4

Axe thinning flakes

    
    4

Implements

Scrapers


    
    6
Awls



    
    3

Microliths


    
    7

Tranchet adze


    
    1

Petit tranchet arrow head
    
    1

Knives



    
    5
Miscellaneous retouched pieces 
    7
Total




 290
Having regard to the large amount of debitage and the relative lack of tools, it would appear that Lodge Hill might have been the location of a hunting camp.  

As the collection is significant and deserves proper recording Chris Butler is to write a SMR for the flint finds. 

5.2  Ceramics
The total weight of ceramics excavated was 6.6 kilograms.   From the drawings at Appendix  10 it is possible to see that most of the pottery was excavated at the northern end of the trench in the contexts underneath context 5.   The contexts with the greatest number of shards were contexts 153, 201, 203 and 205 with 49, 99, 120 and 95 shards respectively weighing 0.4kg, 0.65 kg, 1.5kg and 1.1kg respectively.    By contrast the other contexts had either no pottery or less than 15 shards.  

The ceramics consisted mainly of tile.  The reminder of the ceramics included a small amount of brick and small fragments of pottery from vessels.

5.2.1 The tile

The tile consisted in the main of coarse orange clay with grit inclusions.  However, there were other shards which were smoother and again, others which were lighter and harder in appearance.    The tile date is post-medieval from late 17th to early 19th century with the main part being 18th century.    
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Photo LHD 30: fragments of tile.

There were two fragments that were pale white or yellow in appearance and which were possibly older than the main shards, perhaps 16th to 18th century, possibly earlier. 
[image: image31.jpg]



Photo LHD 31: fragments of pale white or yellow tile.

More modern tile was found mostly in the southern end of the trench, possibly dating from late 19th or early 20th century.  The tile was red, hard fired and dense.  
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Photo LHD 32: fragments of more modern tile.

Some of the pottery had round peg holes.  Round peg holes were used between 16th and 18th century.  The fabric of the tile was crude, which might suggest that the tile is earlier rather than later. 
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Photo LHD 33: fragments of tile with round peg holes

In addition, there was a small amount of Horsham stone which was found at the southern end of the trench.  This is roofing material which is commonly used in the Ditchling area. 
5.2.2 The remaining pottery
A very small amount of the pottery shards from vessels was found consisting of small fragments of mostly glazed pottery.  These were found predominantly at either end of the trench.  Amongst these shards was a shard of border ware with a yellow lead glaze from the mid 17th century, and also a fragment of hard fired 16th or 17th century earthenware.   There were also three shards of black glazed earthenware dating from the late 17th to early 18th century.  The red glazed earthenware is local pottery dating from the late 16th century to the early 18th century.  
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Photo LHD 34: fragments of glazed pottery.

There were four shards that date to the 13th or 14th century, including a shard from a medieval jug with a yellow lead glaze. 
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Photo LHD 35: fragments of pottery from 13th or 14th century.

Although most of the fragments were not from the same vessel, there were four shards from a mid 17th or early 18th century slip glazed vessel.   These were excavated from the southern end of the trench.
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Photo LHD 36: four fragments of a slip glazed pot.

Again, it was not possible to tell from the small fragments from what type of vessel they come from.   There were however three pot rims.  One made of a coarse grey fabric from a 14th to 15th century cooking pot which was found in context 205 and another rim from a Frechen mid 16th to 17th stoneware jar which was found in context 155.   The third rim was made of an orange fabric and might be from a 17th or 18th century platter. It was found in context 201.   
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Photo LHD 37: fragments of pot rims.

There was one small shard of fine cream ware with a trace of colour coating that might be Roman.  It is to be recalled that a Roman road passed just to the south of Lodge Hill. 
There were a number of shards on which a light white or blue glaze was visible, caused by being over fired.  They probably date to the 18th century. These shards were found in the northern end of the trench – in the contexts immediately beneath context 5.  There was one shard of over fired brick with a yellow glaze.   
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Photo LHD 38: fragments of pottery with a light white or blue glaze.

Finally, two fragments from the stems of two clay pipes were found.  One stem was 8mm in diameter suggesting that it might date from the second half of the 17th century.  The other stem was thinner and probably dates to the 18th or 19th century.  
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Photo LHD 39: stems of two clay pipes. 

5.3 Glass

A small amount of small fragments of glass was found – 25 pieces in total.  The glass was of various thickness (from 1mm to 5m) and colour (clear, green, and bluey green).  All but five shards of glass would appear to come from vessels rather than being window glass.  
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Photo LHD 40: fragments of glass.
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Photo LHD 41: fragments of window glass possibly from 18th century.  
It is to be noted that the shards of window glass are very small and none of them come from the same piece of glass.  The likely date for the glass is around the 18th century.  These pieces of glass were largely found in the northern end of the trench.
There is one shard of glass with a letter “C” on the surface and the start of the letter “o”.  This comes from a late 19th or early 20th century mineral water bottle.  This was found in context 2 and might therefore be connected with the corrugated iron.   
There were three groups of glass that appear to come from the same vessel.   First, there were a number of clear and very thin shards, the largest pieces of which are concave and on which the letter “I” has been impressed.  Second, there was a bottle neck and another shard which were found in the southern end of the trench.  The bottle is hand blown and probably dates from the 18th century. The third group consists of just two pieces of clear glass and is modern in appearance.
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Photo LHD 42: bottle top.

5.4  Metal

The description of the excavation of context 1 records the finding of a number of sheets of corrugated iron.  The other metal that was found consisted mainly of nails.  In addition though a small number of other pieces of metal were found.   In the top soil was found an 15cm nail and a 1p coin from 1988.  
5.4.1 The nails

The greatest concentration of iron nails was found in context 5 and the contexts below this context (106 in total).  The nails were rusted and caked in mud.  The nails were of various sizes – the longest being 8cm in length.  The shortest being 2cm in length.  The nails were also of various thicknesses, but measurement is difficult.   The nails could have been used in the construction of a building.  Significantly they were found where the greatest concentration of tile was excavated. 
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Photo LHD 43: Nails found in context 5 and contexts below context 5. 
A total of 24 iron nails and broken nails were found in context 4 and the contexts below context 4.  Of particular note was a large broken and bent nail measuring about 9cm which appears to have a square head and body.  These nails appear similar to those found in context 5 and the contexts below context 5.  
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Photo LHD 44: Nails found in the contexts below context 4. 
The contexts below context 1 at the southern end of the trench contained a number of complete and broken iron nails (total was 27).  Again, there was a mixture of different sizes nails including a number of long very thin nails (1mm width).  Also found in context 9 was a large bracket or wedge which was 8cm in length.  No holes are visible and so without an x-ray it is not possible to say more about what it might be or what it might have been used for.  It appears to be post-medieval though.     
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Photo LHD 45: Nails found in the contexts below context 1.
Context 2 and the contexts below also contained a number of iron nails (22 in total).  Again, the nails were of different sizes – the longest being 15.5cm in length.  The nails appear different in type to those found in context 5 and the contexts below context 5.  They appear to be of more recent in manufacture which suggests that they are linked to the corrugated iron found in context 11 rather than to the possible building at the northern end of the trench.    Also found in this context was a large bolt (7cm in length and 1cm in width) with screw rusted on which probably dates from the 19th century.  
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Photo LHD 46: Nails found in context 2 and contexts below context 2.
Although, it is difficult to make comparisons, a number of nails in the contexts below context 1 were very similar to those found in context 2 and the contexts below that context.  

It is possible to conclude that the nails founds in the southern end of the trench (contexts 1 and 2 and contexts below) differed to those found in the northern end of the trench (contexts 4 and 5 and the contexts below).  
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Photo LHD 47: Nails found at northern end compared to nails found at northern end of the trench. 
5.4.2 The other metal
As mentioned above, a number of other items of metal were found. 
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Photo LHD 48: Other metal excavated. 
At the northern end of the trench in context 201 was found a small copper alloy handmade stud measuring about 0.5cm.  Such a stud might have been used in a belt or a harness and could date from anywhere between the 16th to early 18th century.   
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Photo LHD 49: Copper alloy stud from belt/harness dating anywhere from the 16th to early 18th century.
At the southern of the trench in context 7 was found an 18th century looped button made of pewter. 
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Photo LHD 50: 18th or 19th century pewter looped button.

In context 150 was something that resembled an ornamental top to a fire poker or of some other metal object.  It would appear to date to the 19th century. 
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Photo LHD 51: Top to a fire poker or some other metal object?
Also found at the northern end of the trench was the end of a 12 bore shotgun cartridge.  This was found just beneath the top soil.  It dates to the 20th century.   
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Photo LHD 52: 12 Bore Shotgun Cartridge.
Another cartridge was found during the geophysical survey.  This is dated 1942.  
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Photo LHD 53: Broken cartridge from 1942.  
5.5 Bone  
Two fragments of unidentified bone were found.  One small fragment with straight ends and a second larger fragment.  The fragments were found in the southern end of the trench near in the upper contexts. 
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Photo LHD 54: bone fragments.   

The absence of other bones might be explained by the acidic soil conditions. 

5.6  Coal, coke and charcoal
It is noted above that the removal of the top soil revealed that a significant fire had taken place at the southern end of the trench.  However, there was also evidence of charcoal or coke in other parts of the trench and in particular at the northern end of the trench where small fragments of brittle and hard coke were found.  
6. Interpretation
The purpose of the excavation was to try and establish whether the mound on the summit of Lodge Hill was a Bronze Age or Saxon barrow, a windmill mound, a Second World War defence or observation post or something else, or a combination of them. 

6.1  A Bronze Age or Saxon Barrow?
No evidence was found of a Bronze Age, Roman or Saxon barrow having been situated at the summit of Lodge Hill.   No cremated or uncremated bones and no grave goods were found.  There was no circular ditch around the mound or a central burial pit.  However, that does not mean that it is not a barrow.   
6.2  A Windmill Mound?
There was however evidence that there might have been a windmill mound at the northern end of the trench.   A significant amount of tile and nails were found.   The tile is predominantly from the late 17th to early 19th century, with the main part being 18th century.  A very small amount of older and more modern tile was found.  The small fragments of window glass also possibly date to the 18th century.   Also found at the northern end of the trench was a copper alloy handmade stud.  The stud could date from anywhere between the 16th or early 18th century.    The notes of Hilary Bourne referred to above at 2.3, mention a windmill that fell down some time before the record was made in October 1681.  The tile found would appear to discount this part of Lodge Hill being the location of that windmill.  Those notes also refer to a cottage – the comment being linked to a date of 1732.   The tile found was consistent with that date.  However, much of the fragments from vessels and the glass would suggest a building of a later date, even though there were a few fragments of pottery from 13th or 14th century.    
6.3  A Second World War Defence or Observation Point? 
As regards the theory of the mound being used as a defence or observation point in the Second World War, the corrugated iron found at the southern end of the trench would support this.   A broken cartridge dated 1942 was also found. 

Longstaff-Tyrrell (1998) and Butler (2007) note the existence of a Second World War Royal Observer Corps observation post at Lodge Hill.  A Royal Observer Corps underground monitoring post opened in June 1962 and closed in November 1970.  Part of this post are still visible.    The exact site of the Second World War post is not recorded by either author.  
The Royal Observer Corps Museum provided information to the effect that the first Observer Corps post was near Keymer at TQ314154 and became operational in 1925.  It was moved to TQ316149 in July 1941.  It was renamed Ditchling in November 1953 and moved again in January 1961 to TQ323160.  It appears from this information that there was not a Royal Observer Corps post at Lodge Hill during the Second World War.    
The Ditchling History Project’s record of memories of the war include a quotation from George Thomas- 

“There was the eight of us on duty each night and a pair would go up onto Lodge Hill and take it in turns.”

So, perhaps there was a non-Royal Observer Corps post at Lodge Hill.  Local information is that George Thomas was in a secret branch of the Home Guard.  Another local man, Ron Packham, who was a child at the time recalls a sand-bagged light-gun emplacement on Lodge Hill (account given to Ann Bacon, Ditchling Museum). 
The same record of memories also answered the origin of the fire that was found to have burnt at the southern end of the trench.  Jean Gooder recalled the Victory in Europe Day celebrations on 8th May 1945 – 

“The V.E. Day celebrations were a thrilling climax.  Church bells ringing far and wide; a huge bonfire on the top of Lodge Hill, and crowds of people laughing and talking and letting off fireworks.”

6.4  Something Else?
A significant amount of worked flint was excavated.  

Having regard to the large amount of debitage and the relative lack of tools that were found, it would seem likely that there was a Mesolithic hunting camp located at the summit of Lodge Hill.
Garrett (1976) recorded the finding of a Mesolithic industrial site at the foot of Lodge Hill.  He recorded that approximately 2000 flints had been found in an area of about 30m square.  They included blades, microliths, scrapers, microburins, awls and points.  No axes or picks had been recovered.  No complete report was published.
Butler (1989) in his report of a collection of flints amassed by Mr C. Charman in the Hassocks area, notes the fairly widespread Mesolithic activity in the Hassocks, Keymer and Ditchling area.   
Since then further concentrations of Mesolithic flintwork have been recorded in the area around Ditchling and Keymer.

7.  Conclusion     
Whilst the excavation was inconclusive as regards the existence of a Saxon, Roman or Bronze Age barrow, it did yield up other information.  In particular, there was evidence from the Second World War.  A layer of corrugated iron was found which was probably part of a Home Guard observation post or gun emplacement.  Secondly, remains of a fire, probably to celebrate V.E. Day, were found.  A significant amount of pottery and nails were collected, suggesting that there was at one time a building of some kind on Lodge Hill.    Finally, worked flint from the Mesolithic period was found indicating that the summit might have once been used as a hunting camp.   
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